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RADIO ASTRONOMY PARK NEAR MEEKATHARRA 
Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Science and Innovation) [12.11 pm]:  Earlier this month it was 
my pleasure to announce the establishment of a radio astronomy park near Meekatharra, a move that this 
government believes will develop Western Australia as the world’s pre-eminent location for radio astronomy 
research.  Mileura station, about 350 kilometres north east of Geraldton, is the ideal location for the 25-square-
kilometre park, as it is extremely “radio quiet”, with very little interference from activities that produce radio 
waves often associated with highly populated areas.  For this reason we believe that the park will be the site of 
globally significant radio astronomical research over the next five years.  The project has already attracted 
interest from radio astronomers around the world.  Some are already carrying out research at the site.  We also 
believe the park will strengthen Australia’s bid to win the international Square Kilometre Array project.  If 
successful, the core of the project will be at the park.  The SKA project, worth hundreds of millions of dollars - 
in fact millions of euros - involves 17 countries in the construction of the world’s biggest radio telescope.  Four 
countries have bid to house the project - Australia, South Africa, Argentina and China.  On all the objective 
criteria, Western Australia has an excellent case, but some strong lobbying pressure is being applied by 
competitor countries.  However, during talks I had in London recently, I was encouraged that the international 
scientific community recognises the many advantages of the Australian bid.  To further strengthen the Carpenter 
government’s commitment to radio astronomy in this state, we have awarded two $1 million fellowships in radio 
astronomy - one to Dr Lister Staveley-Smith of the CSIRO Australia Telescope National Facility in New South 
Wales, and one to Dr Peter Quinn of the European Southern Observatory based in Germany.  The fellowships 
will run over four years and aim to build and sustain world-class research teams in Western Australia and 
increase the level of external funding brought into the state of Western Australia.  I met with Dr Quinn while I 
was in London and, as an expatriate Australian, his research management background and the history of his 
involvement in internationally funded projects will be of great value to Western Australia.   
 


